JAPANESE FLOWER ARRANGEMENT
Together with the tea ceremony, ikebana (also known as kadou or way of the flower) was established in the Muromachi period as a central part of the Higashiyama culture under the shougun Ashikaga Yoshimasa. Because Japan is blessed with changing seasons and plentiful flora, it was not enough simply to go out and pick flowers from the field. They had to be displayed artistically, and this is the heart of ikebana. 
At times this artistic arrangement entails making them look as close to their ideal natural state as possible, and at times the elements of the arrangements are used lo represent the heavens, earth, and man; both of these being important principles in many schools. 
Ikebana has developed numerous styles over the years. Some of the most common today are explained below. All told, there are 2-3,000 different schools of ikebana. The largest of these is Ikenobou, with over a million students. Other important schools include Ohara and Sougetsu,
Rikka

This style was developed by Ikenobou Senkei in the Muromachi period for decorating the tokonoma with flowers. Using pine, peach, bam​boo, willow, maple, cypress, and other plants, this style is not as concerned as, say, seika, with putting the stems in contact with the vase or even the water. Because rikka is a "standing" or vertical style, and indeed the name derives from the use of protruding branches, it uses supporting materials in an attempt to recreate an entire landscape.
Seika

This style of using flowers as they appear in "real life" developed in the mid-Edo period as a tokonoma arrangement for the delight of guests Unlike nageire or moribana, seika uses the vase to represent the earth and attempts to portray not beauty but rather the power of flowers in the field. Seiko is characterized by its elegance, flow, and breadth.
Nageire

This style derives its name from the fact that flowers are simply "thrown into" a tall vase and allowed to fall naturally. These tall vases can be hung from the ceiling, hung on a pillar, or placed in the tokonoma. Like seika, it developed in the Edo period.
Moribana
This style uses water trays or even basket-clad containers and derives its name from the fact that flowers are "piled up" For show. It was conceived in the late Meiji period as a modern reaction to the traditional seika and to make use of Western flora and forrns outside of the tokonoma. Favored by the Ohara, Sougetsu, Adachi, and other schools, moribana is perhaps ihe pre-eminent modern form.
The postwar shift to Western-type housing with smaller rooms has also affected ikebana. New forms have been created ignoring traditional rules, and avant-garde ikebana has come to be a recognized form as some styles even use artificial flowers. At the same time, increasing numbers of people are enjoy​ing flower design unfettered by tradition.
