Name: ____________________________   Class: __________________
THE MIDDLE AGES/MEDIEVAL PERIOD—

THE PROJECT

· With this project, there will be a variety of topic options that I will assign based on a lottery system.  Depending upon the size of the class, topics will be repeated at least once, and sometimes more.  You may choose the type of project you create within that topic.
· You will be allowed to work with a partner for the project and presentation only, not the essay. If you decide to work with a partner—I reserve the right to veto that choice immediately if there is evidence from the past that the partnership won’t work for you or if you will work better on your own, or I will split up your partnership if there is evidence that it is dysfunctional as the project work begins.

· There will be a written portion of the project (essay) and a performance/product portion (which may also include some writing).  

· For your topic, you will have a list of several focus questions you must research to answer.  You will receive that list of questions today.

· All projects will be presented when complete.  

· You will have four days of class time to research, write the essay, peer edit the essay and plan the project.  All other work will be done at home.  

· There will be a variety of due dates for various portions of the project leading up to the final due date.  

· I will send a letter home to your parents explaining this project.  If you have it signed and returned by the due date, you will start this project with 2 bonus points.  

· If you dress up to enhance your presentation, you will have the opportunity to earn up to 5 additional bonus points.  Just throwing on a hat before you present will get you nothing.

· All problems with technology must be worked out before the due date. If you are using technology I highly suggest that you complete the project before the due date to ensure you are able to turn the electronic assignment into me for viewing and presenting. 

· Everyone will present.

The project will be worth 50pts. The essay will be worth 50 points, and the presentation will be worth 100pts. Rubrics for these assignments will be provided.
PROJECT OPTIONS BY TOPIC

Village Life

Write a seven page (at least) comic book describing 7 days in the life of a medieval peasant in a village.  Include various aspects like religion, farming, children’s lives, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, going to market, etc.  You may use the iPad, or draw by hand. If you draw by hand remember it must be well done and have great detail. For the presentation portion you will need to have the comic book electronically accessible or at least 5 copies of your comic book (you can use the copy room if needed). Be sure to demonstrate your knowledge with the project. Infusing a lot of info into a comic requires time and creativity. 
Epic movie! Create a movie that demonstrates the events in a peasant’s life. Make sure it include various aspects like religion, farming, children’s lives, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, going to market, etc.  Be sure to make your movie creative and entertaining. It is better to create a story and then infuse the information into the story rather than a movie that simply demonstrates the above requirements. With the movie you must turn in a written script. This script must be at least three pages long. 
Create a newspaper that includes 3 articles (each at least 3 paragraphs) explaining the events of a peasant’s life, like religion, farming, children’s lives, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, going to market, etc.    These articles should be written in “newsy” fashion—not just a dull listing of facts.  Each should contain a picture to illustrate the story along with a caption. Do not just write this on plain paper, attempt to make it look like a newspaper. You will present your stories written.  You will need to create more than one copy of your paper.
Build a diorama (see me if you do not know what this is) that represents Village life. Make sure it represents aspects like religion, farming, children’s lives, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, going to the market and so on. I am looking for details. Please have with this a glossary that describes each aspect of your diorama (don’t just label). Do not build one that would not fit on one of the desks at school. Most of the material for your diorama must be homemade. Do not just throw your army men into a Lego building. 
The Black Death

Create a warning flyer to distribute in the cities (or your class mates).  Make sure to include the symptoms and warning signs of the disease and what people might have been told to do to stop it.  Include one journal entry (3 paragraphs long) of a person’s first-hand experience with the disease.  You will make the entry up based on the facts about the disease that you have learned.  This can be a computer-generated tri-fold brochure with pictures or something done on construction paper w/pictures.  You may create a video journal (turn in the script used for the video journal). Just make sure journal contains researched facts.
Write a seven page comic book describing 7 days in the life of a person with the plague.  Consider how this is affecting the family, their finances, etc.  Include the symptoms and possible cures that were tried. You may use the iPad, or draw by hand. If you draw by hand remember it must be well done and have great detail. For the presentation portion you will need to have the comic book electronically accessible or at least 5 copies of your comic book (you can use the copy room if needed). Be sure to demonstrate your knowledge with the project. Infusing a lot of info into a comic requires time and creativity. 

Build a diorama (see me if you do not know what this is) that represents The Black Death. Make sure it represents impacts on religion, farming, children’s lives, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, going to the market and so on. I am looking for details. Please have with this a glossary that describes each aspect of your diorama (don’t just list). Do not build one that would not fit on one of the desks at school. Most of the material for your diorama must be homemade. Do not just throw your army men into a Lego building. 

Epic movie! Create a movie that demonstrates the events of a person with the plague.  Consider how this is affecting the family, their finances, etc.  Include the symptoms and possible cures that were tried. Be sure to make your movie creative and entertaining. It is better to create a story and then infuse the information into the story rather than a movie that simply demonstrates the above requirements. With the movie you must turn in a written script. This script must be at least three pages long.
Monks in the Middle Ages

Build a diorama (see me if you do not know what this is) that represents Monks and their lives. Make sure it represents religion, farming, daily life, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, and so on. I am looking for details. Please have with this a glossary that describes each aspect of your diorama(don’t just list). Do not build one that would not fit on one of the desks at school. Most of the material for your diorama must be homemade. Do not just throw your army men into a Lego building. 

Create a journal that describes the various aspects of a monk’s life, including the list of items detailed in the first option above. The journal should be written from the perspective of a monk, and demonstrate creativity (don’t make it bland…today I farmed, then prayed) you would want to think of an interesting event and infuse the aspects of a monk’s life. Make the journal look old…would your journalist add sketches or clippings?
Create a book of rules monks must follow while living in a monastery.  Make sure to include information about how monks should live, how they should dress. Create a section that details how to practice healing, and how they should educate others. Include pictures (try not to simply print out pictures). This book must be fancy looking from cover to cover. Use detail and imagination. 
Epic movie! Create a movie that demonstrates the life of a monk. Make sure it represents religion, farming, daily life, medicine and health, law and punishment, clothing, and so on. I am looking for details. Be sure to make your movie creative and entertaining. It is better to create a story and then infuse the information into the story rather than a movie that simply demonstrates the above requirements. With the movie you must turn in a written script. This script must be at least three pages long.
Knights and Tournaments

Write a seven page comic describing 7 days in the life of a knight.  Make sure to include information about the time period he lived in, the code of chivalry, how he became a knight, how he dressed, and the type of equipment he had.  Describe the knight’s average day. You may use the iPad, or draw by hand. If you draw by hand remember it must be well done and have great detail. For the presentation portion you will need to have the comic book electronically accessible, or at least 5 copies of your comic book (you can use the copy room if needed). Be sure to demonstrate your knowledge with the project. Infusing a lot of info into a comic requires time and creativity.
Create a journal that describes the various aspects a knights life. Be sure to include the journey to become a knight. Include a battle they may have fought or tournaments won. Describe at least 4 different weapons used. 

Demonstrate creativity (don’t make it bland…today fought, then got tired) you would want to think of an interesting event and infuse the aspects of a knight’s life. Make the journal look old…would your journalist add sketches or clippings?

Create the following items: A shield, banner, and two different weapons. Then write a story that goes along with these items. Pretend you are a Knight on a journey. Incorporate how you acquired, or used the following items. The story must be at least 5 paragraphs long. Remember you can not bring in real weapons to school! When in doubt see me, or have your parents bring the items into school.  ITEMS THAT COULD BE USED AS WEAPONS ARE NOT ALLOWED ON THE BUS OR IN SCHOOL!!!

Epic movie! Create a movie that describes the various aspects of a knight’s life. Be sure to include the journey to become a knight. Include a battle they may have fought or tournaments won. Describe at least 4 different weapons used. Demonstrate creativity (don’t make it bland…today fought, then got tired) you would want to think of an interesting event and infuse the aspects of a knight’s life. With the movie you must turn in a written script. This script must be at least three pages long. 
Castles and the Feudal System

Build a replica of a medieval castle.  Write a one-page paper explaining each thing shown in it and the purpose of each “thing.”  This should be written from the perspective of a tour guide or real estate agent.  Watch House Hunters on HGTV to give you some ideas.  You must have at least 10 features of a castle shown and explained in your paper. Included you must research a famous castle and write a one page paper detailing and comparing that castle to the one you illustrated. 

Create an illustrated glossary of the parts, sections, structures, rooms, and unique features of a medieval castle.  Create this on a poster with drawings of each section along with the definitions/description of each.  The definitions/descriptions can appear on one side of the poster or in a paper attached.  (Please type)  You must have at least 10 features of a castle shown and explained in your poster/glossary.  This should be written from the perspective of a tour guide or real estate agent.  Watch HouseHunters on HGTV to give you some ideas. Included you must research a famous castle and write a one page paper detailing and comparing that castle to the one you illustrated. 
Create a video show casing the parts, sections, structures, rooms and unique features of a medieval a medieval castle.  One of your characters should be a real estate agent that is showing the castle to potential buyers.   Watch HouseHunters on HGTV to give you some ideas.  If costumes are used during the video it will count as the dress up bonus. Make sure video is full of facts based on your topic and that it can easily be viewed. The script must be detailed and turned in with the project. Included you must research a famous castle and compare their castle with the one featured in your movie.  

Women of the Middle Ages

Write seven page comic describing 7 days in the life of a woman living during the Middle Ages.  Make sure to include information about what her life was like, her struggles, etc. You may use the iPad, or draw by hand. If you draw by hand remember it must be well done and have great detail. For the presentation portion you will need to have the comic book electronically accessible or at least 5 copies of your comic book (you can use the copy room if needed). Be sure to demonstrate your knowledge with the project. Infusing a lot of info into a comic requires time and creativity.

Investigate the life of a famous woman living during the Middle Ages.  Prepare a script along the lines of E’s True Hollywood Story that profiles her life.  Be sure to include interviews of her friends, the major events of her life, struggles, etc.  Be prepared to perform this script or create a movie for the class.  You may use additional actors, however you (and your partner, if you have one) should perform the major roles.  
Create two scrapbooks with an illustration and/or 3D item that a woman of the Middle Ages would have included to help chronicle her life in the Middle Ages.  You should have 7 pages—each with a paragraph explanation of the item/picture and why it was included.   The second scrap book should represent a woman who actually lived during the Middle Ages and create a 3D scrapbook, that chronicled her life. 
Build a replica of a noble woman’s home, and a peasant woman’s home.  Write a one-page paper explaining each important aspect demonstrated in your replica and the purpose of each “thing.”  You should have 10 features for each home. Be sure to include a glossary that explains each important aspect of a woman’s life within the home in great detail. 

A Merlin’s Guide to the Middle Ages—Feudal System

Create a how-to book that could be used by someone living the Middle Ages as a guide to his/her roles in life.  Your book will include three chapters (about 3 paragraphs each) with illustrations, maps or other visuals depicting the story of how to be a successful lord, perfect knight, and peasant farmer.  Remember, this is Merlin’s guide so don’t forget to add him into the mix.
Create a how-to video that could be used by someone living during the Middle Ages as a guide to his/her roles in life. Your video must contain visuals depicting the story of how to be a successful lord, perfect knight, and peasant farmer. If costumes are used during video it will count as the dress up bonus. Make sure video is full of facts based on your topic and that it can easily be viewed. Turn in a script with the video and remember content over craziness. Remember, this is Merlin’s guide so don’t forget to add him into the mix.
Build a diorama (see me if you do not know what this is) that represents the Feudal system. Make sure you include an entire manor and that each important aspect of the Feudal system has been represented. Please have with this a glossary that describes each aspect of your diorama. Do not build one that would not fit on one of the desks at school. Most of the material for your diorama must be homemade. Do not just throw your  army men into a Lego building. Remember, this is Merlin’s guide so don’t forget to add him into the mix.
Illuminated Manuscripts 

Create your own manuscript. Make sure you have a hand-drawn boarder (it can be any pattern or shape). The manuscript should start with a large first letter. Make sure that it is ornate, detailed and reflects some important aspect of your subject (it may be in the shape of an animal, decorate the letter).  The subject of the manuscript may be a detailed description on the importance of a manuscript, a poem that reflects the importance of a manuscript (do not do an acrostic poem).  You must use color and the illustrations or illuminations should reflect the meaning of your subject or poem.  This should be completed on art paper larger than 8x10. 

You may create a video that focuses on either the creation or importance of the manuscript. You must create a script for the video and a mini manuscript that contains a quote or line from a poem that you feel fits the importance of the manuscript.  Make copies of your original mini manuscript to pass out to the class.  You must explain to the class the importance of this manuscript and the reasoning behind the design.
You may create a how to Explain Everything, demonstrating how to create a manuscript.  You must create a mini manuscript that explains several important manuscripts. Make copies of your original mini manuscript to pass out to the class. You must explain to the class the importance of this manuscript and the reasoning behind the design.

**Note—All electronic projects must be presentable on their due date. You must be ready to present your skit on all possible presentation days. Beware of doing skits in class, if a member is absent you will not be able to make up the presentation. I recommend creating a video! The projects must be well done and have great detail. Choose only one option from your topic. Set up a time early on to discuss how to present your project. I am open to new ideas!
COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How long do we have to do this? We will start this project 1/18 and the last day to work on it will be 2/1. 
How will it count?

The presentation will be worth 100 points. The essay and project will each be worth 50 points each. 
Will I get the same grade as my partner?

Not necessarily.  If one of you ends up being the slacker…………………

Will I be graded on my artistic abilities?

No, but give it your best shot.  You will be graded on neatness, organization, color, and your attempt to at least make your project creative.  You do not have to be artistically perfect, but projects must be detailed. Being creative is not the same as being artistic. 
Do I need a Bibliography?

Yes.  You will definitely be using sources other than the textbook.  Please use the MLA citation machine.  You do NOT need to cite your textbook in your Bibliography.  There is an additional page with instructions to help you with this.
Can I get bonus points?

Yes, for having the letter signed, and for dressing up for your presentation.

DATES TO REMEMBER

	PROJECT ASSIGNED
	1/18

	LETTER DUE FOR BONUS
	1/20

	RESEARCH
	1,24,1/25, 1/27,1/30 

	FOCUS QUESTIONS DUE
	1/31

	ROUGH DRAFTS DUE
	2/9

	ESSAY DUE
	2/10

	LAST DAY TO WORK ON PROJECT IN CLASS


	2/1

	PROJECT/PRESENTATION DUE
	2/6-2/9


**PLEASE NOTE—Dates may shift slightly. You will be notified if that occurs and asked to change it on this sheet.

RANDOM THINGS TO REMEMBER

· If you plagiarize AT ALL—you will fail this project.  Put EVERYTHING in your own words.  When in doubt, reword it some more.

· You will be graded on the time you use in class.  If you say “I did it all at home”—that will still count against you in your final grade.  It’s great to get stuff done at home as you’re managing your time, HOWEVER, you should still plan to use your time in class wisely to work on your project.  

· PLEASE don’t let this be the first and last time you refer to the instructions.  If you ask a million questions that are already answered here, I will answer—“CHECK YOUR INSTRUCTIONS”.  They are here for a reason.  

· The root word of research is SEARCH.  You will be required to use books in addition to internet research. You must use 2 (not textbooks) books as a source. 
· If you and your partner are not working well together, I reserve the right to separate you AT ANY TIME and make you proceed on your own with your project.  Respect the privilege of working together, and you will keep it.  

· Please remember—computer excuses WILL NOT be accepted.  If you manage your time properly, you can finish the majority of this project in class and print it in school.  PLAN AHEAD or suffer the consequences.  We are in the 21st century—make the technology work for you—but don’t use it as your excuse for procrastination.

Good Luck!  Have FUN!  Use your creative talents!!  I am here to help you when you need me.  WHEN IN DOUBT—SEEK ME OUT.

--Mrs. McClelland 
STEPS TO SUCCESS
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As you complete each of the following steps sign it off and put the date you completed that portion. This completed checklist will count as a homework grade. 

Step One

Make sure you locate and print out your topic project options and the questions you need to research Locate the essay/project/presentation rubrics.
         Signature __________________Date completed: ___________         

Step Two
Fill out the parent letter with the name of your partner (if you have one) and the topic you have been assigned. 

         Signature __________________Date completed: ___________         

Step Three
Print out the list of questions you need from Mrs. McClelland for your topic.

         

         Signature ____________________Date completed: ___________         

Step Four
Use the book cart that Mrs. McClelland will have for two days in her classroom AND the list of Online Resources that you may find on website. On the first day you may only use the books ( you need to use at least 2 books).  On the second day you will be able to use iPads AND the books for research. By the end of these two days your focus questions should be completed and resources used to answer the questions recorded.

         

         Signature ___________________ Date completed: ___________         

Step Five
Have your focus research questions and essay graphic organizer ready on the due date.  (See letter, or dates to remember page)
         

         Signature ___________________ Date completed: ___________         

Step Five Continued:

Rough draft completed 
         

         Signature _______________Date completed: ___________         

Step Six
You will be working on drafting your essay and completing any last-minute research you need to do online to flesh out your essay.  You will also work on your Works Cited and the written portion of your project, depending on which one you choose to do.  

· BRING Your IPad, charged and ready to go.  

· You will NOT BE ABLE to print in my classroom. If you transfer your essay from the iPad make sure you reformate it. See rubric for parameters. I flash drive may help if you need to print things at the school. 
· I will not accept computer excuses you must have things worked out before the due date.  Don’t print the day before or the day that your project is due, and expect to be excused because you had printer/computer issues.  

· PLAN AHEAD!!!!! 
Signature ___________________  Date completed: ___________        

                            [image: image2.wmf]
Step Six

Essay checklist has been filled out and completed. All required elements have been implemented in the essay. 
         

         Signature ________________  Date completed: ___________      

Step Seven

On the last class day you have to work on your project, you should make sure to discuss the presentation with your partner and make time to rehearse. Presentations will take place the day your project is due, and a few days after until everyone has presented.  By the end of this class a plan should be in place as to what you will be doing for your project, and how you will get together to complete this project by the due date. 

         

         Signature ________________Date completed: ___________      

Step Eight
Project checklist has been filled out and completed.  All required elements are present.

         

         Signature ___________________Date completed: ___________      

Step Nine

I am prepared to present and turn in the project and essay on the assigned day. 
         

         Signature ________________Date completed: ___________   
