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30.4 Johannes Gutenberg, German Inventor 

     Johannes Gutenberg (about 1390s - 1468), was a German metal-worker and inventor. He is famous for his work in printing in the 1450s.

Personality and Training  Gutenberg was born in Mainz, in modern-day Germany. He was the son of a merchant.
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     Most of Gutenberg's early life is a mystery, but some historians feel that he grew up knowing the trade of goldsmithing. All that is known of his youth is that he had left Mainz by the year 1430. It is presumed that his family moved for political reasons to Strasburg, where they probably had friends. He is assumed to have studied at the University of Erfurt, where
there is a record of a student, in 1419, named Johannes de Alta villa, a possible earlier name for Gutenberg.

     Nothing is now known of Gutenberg's life for the next fifteen years, but in March 1434, a letter by him indicates that he was living in Strasbourg, where he had some relatives on his mother's side. He also appears to have been a goldsmith and enrolled in the Strasbourg militia. In 1437, there is evidence that he was instructing a wealthy tradesman on polishing gems, but where he had acquired this knowledge is unknown.

Talents and Achievements  Gutenberg invented a way to fix type (metal letters) very accurately; he also invented various inks to use with the metal type, and a new sort of printing press. He took the idea for his printing press from the presses wine-makers used. Many people say Gutenberg invented moveable type in Europe, but it was already invented in China before that.

     Before movable type, people used block printing, where the printer prints a whole page from one piece of metal or wood. With movable type, the printer makes a letter (A, B, C, etc.) from a piece of metal or wood, and can use it again and again in different words. Together, all Gutenberg's inventions made printing fast. In Renaissance Europe, there was an information explosion - in a short time, people printed a lot of new books.
     The high number of new books was partly because of the popular Bible Gutenberg printed - the Gutenberg Bible. This was the first Bible people made in large numbers. Gutenberg was not a clever businessman, however, and did not get much money from his system. He also had legal problems, and lost his machines to his partner, Johann Fust. Gutenberg died in Mainz in 1468.

     In his lifetime Gutenberg was not successful, but his invention was very important. In a short time, news and books were traveling around Europe very fast. In those books and articles lay new ideas about Humanism. Scientists could communicate better, and it helped start the Scientific Revolution. Also many more people learned to read because books became more readily available to a wide audience.
Name: _____________________________                                 Class: _______________
The Invention that helped to Change the World!

1. It is said that Gutenberg invented the movable type press, but it was already invented in China. Do you think he still invented it if he had no way of knowing someone in China already invented it? Or do you think the honor of inventing something goes to the person who first invents it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If there was already a way to print books before Gutenberg’s invention, what makes his so important? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did this invention help society as a whole? What did it help to improve?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Can you think of an invention in our society today that has sparked a similar change in society? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Gutenberg printing press
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This is a random snail he’s sad printing is not as slow as he is.








