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In Japan as in any country, the nation's culture and national character have been 

largely molded by geography and climate. 

 

 

 

 

Location

 

 

Japan is an island nation off the east coast of Asia. Among its 6,800

-

plus islands, 

the five ma

jor ones are 

Hokkaidou, Honshuu, Shikoku, Kyuvshuu, 

and 

Okinawa. 

Bordered across the seas on the north by 

Karafuto 

(Sakhalin) and Siberia

, 

and on the west 

by the Korean peninsula and China, Japan is far enough from Asia to have escaped 

involvement in conti

nental upheavals and yet close enough to have benefited from 

continental culture. With unbroken cultural continuity, Japan has been able to adapt 

foreign influences into its own cultural development. 

 

 

 

 

Land and Population

 

 

Japan is a mountainous land

,

 75

% covered by forests. Except for three ranges of 

mountains (collectively called the Japan Alps) 2

-

3,000 meters or more above sea level in 

central 

Honshuu, 

few of Japan's mountains exceed 2,000 meters. Many of the mountains 

are volcanic, and there are 150 i

mportant volcanoes. 

 

With few large plains, Japan

's swiftly flowing rivers

 tend to be short. Large

-

scale 

plate movements cause frequent earthquakes.

 

With about 380,000 square kilometers of land area, Japan is 50% larger than 

Great Britain or roughly the si

ze of California, yet its population is over 127 million

—

half that of the United States. About 70% of the people live in the area from 

Toukyou 

(Tokyo) to 

Kitakyuushuu. 

Belgium and the Nether

lands have higher overall population 

densities, but Japan has the

 highest population per arable land area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


Climate

Located in the middle latitudes, Japan has a generally mild climate. The average year-round temperature for centrally situated Tokyo is I5.6°C (about 60 degrees Fahrenheit). However Japan runs north-south for 3,000km and average year-round temper​atures vary greatly from 6°C (about 43 degrees Fahrenheit) to 22°C (about 72 degrees Fahrenheit). 

Japan gets a considerable amount of rain, in some areas up to 4,000 mm (400 cm)  per year. There is considerable rainfall from early spring throughout the summer growing season, particularly during the rainy season from mid-June to mid- July. Late summer and early autumn typhoons also bring heavy rains.
Japan has four distinct seasons, with the arctic air mass moving down from the north in winter, and the tropical air mass moving up from the south in summer. Winter and summer each last roughly four months, and spring and autumn each approximately two months.
Northwest winds in winter bring heavy snow to the Sea of Japan side of the archipelago, while on the leeward or Pacific side winter days are sunny and dry. Summers from southern Honshuu south are hot and jungle-like, compa​rable to, or even surpassing, Southeast Asia. Given the similarities in climate, it is possible to imagine that agriculture—including taro and rice, which form the basis of Japanese agriculture—was carried northward into Japan. This in turn provides a strong argument for saying that the underlying nature of Japanese culture follows the same mold as the cultures of Southeast Asia.
Formulas to convert Celsius to Fahrenheit:

F = (C X 1.8) + 32

or 
F = (9/5 X C) + 32

Formulas to convert Fahrenheit to Celsius:

C = (F – 32) X .5555

or
C = 5/9 X (F – 32)    
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Honshuu

 

 

At 231,045km

2

, this is the largest of Japan's many islands. It includes the four 

largest cities'

—

the capital city, Tokyo, plus 

Yokohama, Oosaka 

(Osaka), and 

Nagoya

—

and is the political, cultural, and economic heart of Japan.

 

 

Th

e mountain range running north

-

south down the island's spine separates 

Honshuu 

into a Pacific side and a Sea of Japan side. The Pacific side is generally mild, 

but the Sea of Japan side has heavy snow in winter. Southern 

Honshuu 

has many big 

cities and is 

heavily industrialized. The northern 

(Touhoku) 

and north

-

central 

(Hokuriku) 

areas are major rice growing regions. 

 

 

Japan's main international ports (

Yokohama 

and 

Koube), 

the highest mountain (Mt 

Fuji), 

and the largest lake 

(Biwa

-

ko) 

are all on 

Honshuu.

 

 

 

Hokkaid

o

 

 

This is the second

-

largest island

—

83,451km

2

. It is fiercely cold in winter and cool 

even in summer. Yet it is very open land with impressive volcanoes and sweeping plains. 

Large

-

scale mechanized farming and dairy farming thrive on its broad expan

ses, and the 

hills are covered with beautiful conifers. Fishing used to be a major industry, but it has 

fallen into decline with the declaration of 200 nautical mile economic zones by the 

United States and Russia. 

Hokkaidou 

is linked to Honshuu by an under

water tunnel. 

 

 

 

 

Shikoku

 

 

Only 18,783km

2

 in area, 

Shikoku 

faces 

Honshuu 

and 

Kyuushuu 

to the north, east 

and west, and the Pacific Ocean to the south. In its center are mountains rising, 

1,000~2,000 meters above sea level, and the population is scattered a

long the coastal 

lowlands with passage difficult from one side of the island to the other. The northern 

shore along the 

Seto 

Inland Sea gets very little rain and has a number of industrial towns. 

 

 

By contrast, the Pacific shore is warm with abundant rainf

all, and is heavily into 

produce farming and fishing. Three bridge ro

-

utes connect 

Shikoku 

to 

Honshuu, 

the last 

of them completed in 1999. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


Kyuushuu

Kyuushuu lies southwest of Honshuu, with an area of 42,154km2. It has numerous volcanoes, among them Mt Aso, which boasts the world's largest crater, measuring 16km east-west, 24km north-south, and 120km around. The climate is warm and rainfall abundant. Even winters are warm. Yet it suffers considerable typhoon damage every August and September. Northern Kyuu​shuu is mainly industrial while the south is agricultural. It is linked to Honshuu by underwater tunnels and bridges. 

Okinawa

The islands of Okinawa are scattered over an area measuring about 1,000km east-west and 400km north-south, their total land area coming to 2,265km2. The weather is warm and the climate semi-tropical. Okinawa's clear waters have world-class coral reefs, and this is one of Japan's most popular tourist destinations. 

Occupied along with the rest of Japan in 1945, Okinawa was kept under American administration even after the Occupation ended in 1952 and did not revert to Japan until 1972. Yet even now, about 75% of U.S. military areas and facilities in Japan are in Okinawa.
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Geography and Climate


In Japan as in any country, the nation's culture and national character have been largely molded by geography and climate. 

Location


Japan is an island nation off the east coast of Asia. Among its 6,800-plus islands, the five major ones are Hokkaidou, Honshuu, Shikoku, Kyuvshuu, and Okinawa. Bordered across the seas on the north by Karafuto (Sakhalin) and Siberia, and on the west by the Korean peninsula and China, Japan is far enough from Asia to have escaped involvement in continental upheavals and yet close enough to have benefited from continental culture. With unbroken cultural continuity, Japan has been able to adapt foreign influences into its own cultural development. 


Land and Population


Japan is a mountainous land, 75% covered by forests. Except for three ranges of mountains (collectively called the Japan Alps) 2-3,000 meters or more above sea level in central Honshuu, few of Japan's mountains exceed 2,000 meters. Many of the mountains are volcanic, and there are 150 important volcanoes. 

With few large plains, Japan's swiftly flowing rivers tend to be short. Large-scale plate movements cause frequent earthquakes.

With about 380,000 square kilometers of land area, Japan is 50% larger than Great Britain or roughly the size of California, yet its population is over 127 million—half that of the United States. About 70% of the people live in the area from Toukyou (Tokyo) to Kitakyuushuu. Belgium and the Nether​lands have higher overall population densities, but Japan has the highest population per arable land area. 

Climate


Located in the middle latitudes, Japan has a generally mild climate. The average year-round temperature for centrally situated Tokyo is I5.6°C (about 60 degrees Fahrenheit). However Japan runs north-south for 3,000km and average year-round temper​atures vary greatly from 6°C (about 43 degrees Fahrenheit) to 22°C (about 72 degrees Fahrenheit). 

Japan gets a considerable amount of rain, in some areas up to 4,000 mm (400 cm)  per year. There is considerable rainfall from early spring throughout the summer growing season, particularly during the rainy season from mid-June to mid- July. Late summer and early autumn typhoons also bring heavy rains.

Japan has four distinct seasons, with the arctic air mass moving down from the north in winter, and the tropical air mass moving up from the south in summer. Winter and summer each last roughly four months, and spring and autumn each approximately two months.

Northwest winds in winter bring heavy snow to the Sea of Japan side of the archipelago, while on the leeward or Pacific side winter days are sunny and dry. Summers from southern Honshuu south are hot and jungle-like, compa​rable to, or even surpassing, Southeast Asia. Given the similarities in climate, it is possible to imagine that agriculture—including taro and rice, which form the basis of Japanese agriculture—was carried northward into Japan. This in turn provides a strong argument for saying that the underlying nature of Japanese culture follows the same mold as the cultures of Southeast Asia.

Formulas to convert Celsius to Fahrenheit:


F = (C X 1.8) + 32

or 
F = (9/5 X C) + 32


Formulas to convert Fahrenheit to Celsius:


C = (F – 32) X .5555

or
C = 5/9 X (F – 32)    
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The Main Islands


Honshuu


At 231,045km2, this is the largest of Japan's many islands. It includes the four largest cities'—the capital city, Tokyo, plus Yokohama, Oosaka (Osaka), and Nagoya—and is the political, cultural, and economic heart of Japan.

The mountain range running north-south down the island's spine separates Honshuu into a Pacific side and a Sea of Japan side. The Pacific side is generally mild, but the Sea of Japan side has heavy snow in winter. Southern Honshuu has many big cities and is heavily industrialized. The northern (Touhoku) and north-central (Hokuriku) areas are major rice growing regions. 

Japan's main international ports (Yokohama and Koube), the highest mountain (Mt Fuji), and the largest lake (Biwa-ko) are all on Honshuu.

Hokkaido

This is the second-largest island—83,451km2. It is fiercely cold in winter and cool even in summer. Yet it is very open land with impressive volcanoes and sweeping plains. Large-scale mechanized farming and dairy farming thrive on its broad expanses, and the hills are covered with beautiful conifers. Fishing used to be a major industry, but it has fallen into decline with the declaration of 200 nautical mile economic zones by the United States and Russia. Hokkaidou is linked to Honshuu by an underwater tunnel. 

Shikoku


Only 18,783km2 in area, Shikoku faces Honshuu and Kyuushuu to the north, east and west, and the Pacific Ocean to the south. In its center are mountains rising, 1,000~2,000 meters above sea level, and the population is scattered along the coastal lowlands with passage difficult from one side of the island to the other. The northern shore along the Seto Inland Sea gets very little rain and has a number of industrial towns. 

By contrast, the Pacific shore is warm with abundant rainfall, and is heavily into produce farming and fishing. Three bridge ro-utes connect Shikoku to Honshuu, the last of them completed in 1999. 

Kyuushuu


Kyuushuu lies southwest of Honshuu, with an area of 42,154km2. It has numerous volcanoes, among them Mt Aso, which boasts the world's largest crater, measuring 16km east-west, 24km north-south, and 120km around. The climate is warm and rainfall abundant. Even winters are warm. Yet it suffers considerable typhoon damage every August and September. Northern Kyuu​shuu is mainly industrial while the south is agricultural. It is linked to Honshuu by underwater tunnels and bridges. 

Okinawa


The islands of Okinawa are scattered over an area measuring about 1,000km east-west and 400km north-south, their total land area coming to 2,265km2. The weather is warm and the climate semi-tropical. Okinawa's clear waters have world-class coral reefs, and this is one of Japan's most popular tourist destinations. 

Occupied along with the rest of Japan in 1945, Okinawa was kept under American administration even after the Occupation ended in 1952 and did not revert to Japan until 1972. Yet even now, about 75% of U.S. military areas and facilities in Japan are in Okinawa.


