The Reformation

Chapter 1--LUTHER
Once upon a time there was a big powerful religion called Catholicism.  Most people in the world who were Christian were Catholic.  The only other Christian branch were people called Eastern Orthodox Christians.  But that would soon change.

The church had a big boss.  The boss was the pope.  There were a lot of other bosses too, like bishops and priests.  These guys taught that the “regular” people needed them to interpret the word of god for them.  Most people couldn’t read Latin anyway—so they had to trust the church bosses to tell them what the Bible said, and tell them how to live properly so they could go to heaven.  They also taught them that they had to confess their sins to a boss (priest) to find out what punishment they should do to get God to forgive them and make sure they didn’t end up in the bad place.

Martin Luther was a Catholic guy.  As a child he was always kind of obsessed with the idea of hell.  When his dad sent him away to University –he disobeyed his dad and decided to join a monastery instead.  This is where monks live.  Monks are guys that dedicate their lives to God and pray A LOT.  

When Luther was studying the word of God in his monastery he came to understand the word in a different way than the church bosses did.  He didn’t think there was anything in there that stated that people needed all these Catholic church “bosses” to show they the way to heaven.  He felt that every person could figure that out for themselves if they studied the Bible and lived according to its words.

At first, Luther didn’t make a big fuss about his findings and beliefs.  But eventually he got really mad when the church, particularly this guy named Tetzel, started selling indulgences.  Indulgences were basically a ticket to god’s forgiveness that a person could buy from a priest so they could avoid doing punishment for their sins.  Hey, who wouldn’t want to do that?  It’s like getting out of being grounded by paying off your mom.  If you have the cash, then why not try it?  Not only did Luther feel that this was a misinterpretation of God’s word, but he also thought that it showed how sleazy the Catholic church had become.  He kind of felt like the church trust of the people by leading them to believe that money could buy them forgiveness and a shorter time in Purgatory.  Purgatory is kind of like heaven’s waiting room where God makes you hang out until he feels you have repented enough to go to heaven.  Waiting rooms are miserable, so if you could buy your way out of one sooner, wouldn’t you?

Anyway Luther couldn’t keep his mouth shut anymore.  He listed 95 of his complaints against the church and posted them on the door of his church.  Because of the printing press, people were able to print up his complaints easily and spread them around.  When the church bosses got wind of this, they weren’t too happy.

You know how bosses are.  They hate to be questioned.  Like when your mom tells you that you can’t go to the movies and a sleepover on a Monday night—it never helps  your case when you question her judgment.  The church bosses felt that Luther was questioning their judgment.  They said he better take it back, or there would be trouble.  He said “no way.”  They threw him out of the Catholic church and Charles V, the emperor, said that no one in Germany should feed him or provide him with a home.  One German prince didn’t really feel like listening (he had a problem with authority) to Charles V so he fed him and provided him with a place to live anyway.  

Lots of people liked Luther’s message and agreed with him that the church had become corrupt.  When Luther was hiding out at the kindly prince’s place, he translated the New Testament into German.  Now the people of Germany could read it for themselves—and they did as Luther said they could do—they interpreted the Bible and lived by its word without the Catholic bosses telling them how.  These people became known as Lutherans.  

The Catholic church had to live with this new division of Christians.  This large group of people that disagreed with the church became known as Protestants—people who protested against the church’s practices.  There are millions of Protestants in the world today.  Luther started a religious revolution.  

Chapter 2—HENRY VIII

Henry VIII was a Catholic guy tried and true.  BUT—Henry VIII had a problem.  He was married to a lady named Catherine of Aragon, and Catherine had not given birth to a son.  Sure she had a daughter, Mary, but back then it was all about boys.  No girl power and all that.  Henry thought that only having a boy would ensure him that his family would stay in power for generations in England.  

Henry also had a way with the ladies.  He fell in love with another lady, Anne Boleyn, while he was married to Catherine.  He wanted the pope—that big church boss—to annul his marriage.  This means to set his marriage aside like it never existed.  The pope said no way.  He was the one who had let Henry marry his brother’s former wife in the first place.  If he gave Henry an annulment now, it would make it seem like the pope had screwed up in allowing the marriage.  The pope also didn’t want to make Charles V, the emperor, mad because Charles had conquered Rome and therefore had the pope under his control.  Well, Catherine was Charles’ auntie—so he figured if he let Henry divorce her, that would make Charles pretty mad.  

Anyway—Henry had a tantrum.  This was a guy who was used to getting his way.  He went to his Parliament, a group of people who advised Henry and had to be consulted when he wanted to make new laws.  He asked them to pass something called The Act of Supremacy.  This act would make him head of the church.  It took them a lot of years to decide—but Henry was persistent.  He promised many of them that he would share the wealth and land of Catholic church that he would take over if they passed the act.  Eventually they caved and passed the Act. Henry was now head of the church of England.  Now Henry could grant his own annulment and marry Anne, which he did.  

Henry made the church less Catholic and more Protestant.  When he died his kids took the throne one by one.  His daughter, Mary, made England Catholic again, but eventually his daughter Elizabeth switched it back permanently to Protestantism—which the English called their Anglican church.  Protestantism had clearly taken hold in England.  Elizabeth was smart though.  She kept some of the old Catholic practices in the Anglican church so that Catholics didn’t get really mad at her and want to kill her.  It worked—she was able to keep the peace in her country for lots of years.

Chapter 3—CALVIN AND OTHERS

Another guy, John Calvin, shared some ideas about church beliefs that he had after he had spent time studying it.  He wrote a book called Institutes of the Christian Religion.  He summed up the beliefs of Protestants, but added some thoughts of his own.  He said that God only chooses a few people to save, and that God had known since the beginning of time who those people would be.  He called this idea predestination.  

Calvin also thought that governments should be run by religious leaders.  This kind of government is called a theocracy.  Some Protestants in Geneva, Switzerland asked him to come there to lead their city.  He agreed and set up some harsh rules that everyone there had to follow.  People had to attend religious classes, no one could wear bright clothes or play cards.  He didn’t put up with people who broke the rules.  He had them thrown in prison, excommunicated, and he even had people who disagreed with his beliefs killed.  

One Scottish guy, John Knox, had visited Geneva and liked what he saw there.  He tooks Calvin’s ideas back to Scotland and set up a church that was ruled by people called presbyters.  This was how his followers got the name Presbyterians.  

Other people followed Calvin’s ideas too in other parts of the world like France, but they weren’t quite so strict with the rules.  In France Calvin’s followers were called Huguenots.  They got into a big fight with the Catholics, and got pwned by the Catholics over the course of six months.  Lots and lots of them died.  

Because Protestants felt that the Bible was the only source of truth, as people started studying it they created their own opinions about what the Bible told them.  The Anabaptists believed that only adults could be baptized because you had to be old enough to profess your faith.  They thought that church matters and government matters should stay separate.  They shared their stuff and wouldn’t fight in wars.  Other branches of their faith developed into religions we know about today like the Amish people and the Quakers.  

